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FOREWORD 


Lord Venkateswara, the pcesiding deity of Tirumala is 
acknowledged to be the most perfect archa aspect of"Sri- 
man Narayana the inconceivable Primeval Deity. While 
the Vedas, several agamas, puranas, Itihasas, Kavyas and 
stotras in Sanskrit sing Lord Srinivasa’s auspicious quali¬ 
ties, the Prabandham of the Alwars rapturously praise the, 
glorious grandeur of this great Lord, in Tamil. 

The twelve alwars who flourished between sixth and 
eighth centuries, maintained bhakti as the great and perhaps 
the most plausible way to salvation. They propagated the 
glory of the Lord in an inimitable style and extolled the 
vibhava mode of the Supreme Being. The Nalayira Divya 
Prabandham of the Alwars is rightly called the "Dravida 
Veda" as it contains the essence of the Vedas. Like all 
savants and saints who have tried to take spirituality to 
the masses, the Alwars laid stress on the devotional aspect 
of religion and relied upon the popular local language for 
spreading the message of the Sanatana Dharma, 

The Divya Prabandham is given unique honour in the 
daily rituals performed in the Temple of Lord Venkateswara 
at Tirumala. This booklet titled ‘Sri Vaishnava Sam- 
pradaya in Tirumala’ gives a graphic description of the 
hymns which are sung in the holy shrine on various occa¬ 
sions like Suprabhata seva, Thomala seva, Brahmotsavam 
and other festivals. It was Sri Ramanuja who recognised 
the importance of the Alwars’ hymns in daily rituals and 
systematised their recitiation at Tirumala. 

It is our desire that this booklet on Sri Vaishnava Tra¬ 
ditions should serve as a useful companion to the devotees 
who would like to know more about Alwars’ hymns and 
their significance in the daily rituals at Tirumala. 


Tirupati, M.V.S. Prasad, 

April 25, 1991. Executive Officer, 

T.T. Devasthanams. 






SRI VAISHNAVA SAMPRADAYA (TRADITIONS) 

IN TIRUMALA 


Among the 108 Divya Desas that are famous with the voice of Alwars 
hymns, three Divya Desas viz., Koil (Srirangam), Tirumala and Perumal Koil 
(Kancheepuram) have claimed great importance. In this, the centrally placed 
Divya Desa is Tirumala. This is called Sri Vishnu Kshetram and the presiding 
deity Sri Vishnu is called Tirumal and this is much praised in the Vedas, 
Itihasa, Puranams, Sri Pancharatra and Vaikhanasa Agamas. Alwars also 
have praised HIM. In this temple Nitya Tiruvaradhana, Utsavams etc., are 
conducted according to Sri yaikhanasa Agama. 

Sri Venkatachala Mahatmyam speaks of the glory of Malayappa Swami 
in 12000 slokas. Pandits recite Sri Venkatachala Mahatmyam in Tirumala. 
Although the aforesaid tradition of Sri Vaishnava Sampradaya is in existence, 
the tradition is not complete without the reciting of Alwars hymns. Acharyas 
like Sri Ramanuja's traditions are being practical in Tirumala Temple even 
today. This is being narrated in the following pages: 

There is a clear evidence to show that the tradition of reciting Alwars 
hymns were in existence even before the time of Sri Ramanuja in Tirumala 
Temple. There is a saying in Arayira-padi Guruparampara Prabhava that 
during the first visit to Tirumala, Ramanuja worshipped Alwars at the foot 
of the Hills (Atipiri). In Tirumala Ozhugu also, there is a saying that Periya 
Tirumala Nambi and Ananthalwan requested Tiruvaranga-p-perumal Arayar 
of Srirangam when he visited Tirumala to recite the hymns of Alwars in 
Devagana during Adhyayana Utsavam i.e., the next day of his visit. 

Occasions for Recitation of Alwars Hymns 
in the presence of Tiruvengadamudayan. 

1. Suprabhata Seva: 

Tnere is a saying that originally all through the year in the early 
morning after opening the temple, the recitation of Thondaradi-p-podi Alwars 
Tiruppalliezhucchi was in existence. When Manavala Mahamuni visited the 
temple, his disciple Prathivadi Bhayankaram Annan, at his Acharya's order did 
Suprabhata, Stotram, Prapatti and Mangalam on Srinivasa. Having inspired 
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on these stotras, Manavala Mahamunigal ordered to recite Timppalliezhucchi 
only during Marghazhi (Dhanurmasa) and on all other months, the four stotras 
namely Suprabhata, Stotram, Prapatti and Mangalam have to be recited at 
the time of opening of the temple in the morning. 

2. Daily Thomala Seva: 

Every day, during Thomala Seva, Srinivasa hears the hymns of Alwars 
as follows: 

During morning Thomala Seva, Tondaradi-p-podi Alwar's Tiruppal- 
liezhucchi and Andal’s Tiruppavai are recited. After offering food to the 
deity, there will be Tiruppavai Sathumurai. 

In the evening Thomala Seva, Tiruppallandu, Poochudal, Kappidal, 
Senniyongu of Periyalwar’s hymns, Vinneela Melappu of Andal, Taye Tandai, 
Vadamarudidai and Ezhai Ethalan of Tirumangai Alwar, Ozhivil Kalam, Ulaga- 
mundaperuvaya, Kangulum pagalum and Azhiezha of Nammalwar, Tirup- 
panalwar's Amalanalhipiran and Madhura Kavi Alwar's Kanninum Chiruthth- 
ambu-in total 15 decads are being recited. During Tiruvaradhana both in 
the morning and in the evening Thomala Seva, Periya Jeer or Chinna Jeer 
or Ekangi gives tulasi to Archaka and recites prabhandams by doing Alavatta. 
Kainkaryam. 

During Sathumurai, Archaka performs pooja at the feet of the Lord 
with tulasi given by Periya Jeer. Such a tradition and customs used to 
be held for all Mulavar and Utsavar deities during Sathumurai. Lastly, 
after Sathumurai, Tiruppalandu will be recited and ending the Sathumurai 
by saying Vazhi Tirunamam of Manavala Mahamunigal; then Thirtham, Sri 
Satan and Prasadam will be given to all devotees who are inside the temple. 
The word Thota-mala (Garden-garland) or Thol-mala (Upper hand-garland) 
changed as 'Thomala.' There are two reasons for calling this as Thomalaseva. 
1. Tirumala is famous for the name Pushpa Mandapam and 2. At the end 
of Tiruvaradhana, garland is being given or adorned to the LORD. Hence, 
the name Thomala. 

3. Poolangi Seva: 

During Thursday Poolangi Thomala Seva, before Tirumangai Alwar’s 
Vadamarudidai,' his 'Oonvada Unnadhu" will be recited. 
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4. Friday Tirumanjana Seva: 

During Friday Mulavirat Tirumanjanam, Periyalwar's ‘Venni Alaindha' 
and 'Pinnai Manalanai' are recited and after Tirumanjanam, Andal’s Natchiyar 
Tirumozhi will be recited. Then Tirumangai Alwar’s 'Chiriya Tirumadal' also 
will be recited! After offering prasadam, Natchiyar Tirumozhi sathumurai will 
be held. During Fridays, there will be three Thomala sevas. 

5. Kaiyana Utsavam: 

During daily Kaiyana Utsavam, there is a custom of rolling the coconuts 
as bride and bridegroom do in our traditional wedding ceremonies and at 
that time Andal’s ‘Varanamayiram’ will be recited. 

6. Monthly Rohini Utsavam: 

For every Rohini, Kannan Swami will go round the mada streets. At 
that time, Periyalwar Tirumozhi will be recited. 

7. Monthly Tiruvatirai Utsavam: 

Being the birth star of Sri Ramanuja, Sri Varu and Ramanuja visit 
the mada streets during every Tiruvatirai and Ramanuja Nootrandadi of 
Amudhanar will be recited and Sathumurai will be performed at the entrance 
of the temple. On the occasion of Anadhyayanam, Upadesaratnamala of 
Manavalamahamunigal will be recited. 

8. Monthly Punarvasu Utsavam: 

For every Punarvasu, when Chakravarthi Tirumagan (Sri Rama) visits, 
Perumaf Tirumozhi is recited in mada streets and Sathumurai wiil be done 
at the entrance of the gopuram on each occasion. 

9. Monthly Sravana Utsavam: 

Every month on Sravana day, when Malayappa Swami visits outside 
the temple, Mudal Tiruvandadi of Poigai Alwar will be recited. When the 
deity comes back to the temple, at the entrance of gopuram, Sathumurai, 
Pallandu and Vazhi Ttrunamam will find a place. 


10. Nitya Utsavam (40 days): 

• 

There is a 40-day nityotsava to Sri Malayappa Swami from Ugadi, the 
Telugu New Year, which is used to be held in the evenings. Sri Malayappa 
Swami goes round the temple and at that time Ciriya Tirumadal will be 
recited. After Veedhi Utsava, at the entrace of Sri Ramanuja Shrine, sonti, 
jaggeri, bengalgram, sundal, bagala bhat (Curd bhat) will be offered to Sri 
varu and distributed to goshti. 

11. Sri Jayanti Utsavam: 

On the night of Sri Jayanti celebrations, Dwadasa Timvaradhanam (12 
times pooja) will be performed to Ugra Srinivasa. After Tirumanjanam to 
Kannan Swamy on that day, Periyalwar’s hymns will be recited. 

12. Vasanthotsavam: 

On the third day of Malayappa Swami’s Vasantha Utsavam, Varaha-p- 
perumal s Adhyayana Utsavam is performed. While performing sathumurai 
of Manavala Mahamunigal at the Ramanuja shrine, recitation of some hymns 
and sathumurai will be held. 

13. Pavitrotsavam: 


During the three-day Pavitrotsavam to Malayappa Swami, recitation 
of three Andadi’s of three alwars viz., Poigai, Bhootham and Peyalwar and 
sathumurai will be held. In the presence of Sri Ramanuja, the lyalpadi will 
be distributed. 

14. Karthigai Deepotsavam: 

During Karthigai Deepam, the three hymns of Poygai, Bhootham and 
Peyalwars prabhandams like 'Vaiyam Thagali’ 'Anbe Thagali' and 'Thirukkan- 
den respectively will be recited by Jeer Swami while the archakas perform 
harathis to Mulavirat Sri Vari. It is appropriate to recite these hymns as 
Mudal Alwars have seen the Lord through these hymns of lamps. During 
Karthigai month, after Tirukkarthigai Deepam, both in morning and evening 
thomala seva, Upadesaratnamala and Tiruvoymozhi Nootrandadi of Manavala 
Mamunigal will be recited. 
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15. Dhanurmasa Seva: 
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During Marghazhi month, Tiruppaliezhuchchi will be recited when open¬ 
ing the temple in the early morning and then during Dhanurmasa Thomala 
Seva, Tiruppavai will be recited. In the morning Thomala Seva, Tiruvoymozhi 
Nootrandadi will be recited. During Friday's Thomala seva after Tiruman- 
janam, there is no recitation of Natchiyar Tirumozhi and 'Chiriya Tirumadal.' 
Upadesaratnamala will be recited during Thomala seva and after Nivedhanam, 
Sathumurai will be held. Even there is no Anadhyayanam during Dhanurmasa 
and Tiruppavai is being recited in the early morning. Upadesaratnamala only 
will be recited during morning Thomala seva. But in the evening Thomala 
seva, like other months, Nityanusandhanam will be recited. 

16. Other Deities Utsavam: 



















During annual birthday of Azagiya Singar, Meyan Vengadam, Varaha pe- 
rumal, Tiruppallandu, Kanninum Chiruththambu, Koil Tiruvoymozhi, Ramanuja 

Nootrandadi, and Upadesaratnamala will be recited and sathumurai is offered. 

. 

17. Purattasi Brahmotsavam: 
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During Purattasi Brahmotsavam, the following hymns of Alwars are 
recited as noted on each vahanam. It is to be noted that on the day of 

there is no recitation of Divya Prabhandam in the morning. 



- 








Day Time 


Vahanam 


Alwars Hymns 


1st day 

Morning 

Dwajarohanam 

-- 


Evening 

Seshavahanam 

Mudal Tiruvandadi 

2nd day 

Morning 

Chinna Sesha Vahanam 

Irandam Tiruvandadi 


Evening 

Hamsavahanam 

-de- 

3rd day 

Morning 

Simha vahanam 

Moondram Tiruvandadi 


Evening 

Muthu Pandal 

-do- 

4th day 

Morning 

Kalpaka Vriksham 

Nanmugan Tiruvandadi 


Evening 

Sarvabhupalam 

--do- 

5th day 

Morning 

Natchiyar Tirukkolam 
in Pallaku 

Tiruvirutam 


Evening 

Garudotsavam 

-do- 

6th day 

Morning 

Hanumantha Vahanam 

Periya Tiruvandadi 

Evening 

Vasantotsavam 

No recitation 


Night 

Gajavahanam 

Periya Tiruvandadi 


(During the above six days Periyalwar’s hymns 


also will be recited along with those hymns 
stated above). 

7th day 

Morning 

Suiya Prabha 

Periya Tirumozhi 


Evening 

Chandra Prabha 

--do- 

8th day 

Morning 

Rathotsavam 

-do- 


9th day 


(At the feet of Ratha (car), Sathumurai will be 
held by reciting Periyalwar’s hymns and Tiru- 
mangai Alwar’s hymns. During this Utsavam, 

Periya Tirumadal and Chiriya Tirumandal also 
will be recited). 

Evening Horse Vahanam Natchiyar Tiiumozhi 

Morning Pallakku 

Perumal Tirumozhi 


At the Chumabhishekam ($h day morning). 

'Thiruchchanda Viruttam’of Tirumazhisai Alwar etc., will be recited and 
at the end, Madhura Kavi Alwar’s'Kanninum Chiruththambu' will be recited. 
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For the Chakrasnanam at the Swami Pushkarini, Tirunedunthandakam’ of 
Tirumangai Alwar will be recited. At the Swami Pushkarini in the Vara- 
haswami Temple, Tirumanjanam for Malayappa Swami, Ubhaya Natchimar 
aid Chakratthalwar will be held. Then tirtham will be distributed. At the 
Tiruvaradhana, Tiruppalliezhuchchi, Tiruppavai, Thiruppallandu, Kanninum- 
chiruththambu, Koil Tiruvoymozhi, Ramanuja Nootrandadi and Upadesarat- 
namala will be recited and Sathumurai will be performed. On the eighth 
day Rathotsavam at the feet of the car and on ninth day at Varahaswami 
Temple, Sathumurai and Vazhi Tirunamam will be recited. According to Tiru- 
mala Ozhugu, on the ninth day night at the Dwaja Avarohana, Ramanuja 
Nootrandadi and Upadesaratnamala and on tenth day, Dwadasa Aradhana, 
Tiruvoymozhi were recited. This tradition was disspensed with now. But this 
will be done on the Sri Jayanthi Day for Ugra Srinivasa as stated above. 
Only Koil Tiruvoymozhi will be recited. We do not know the reason for this. 
During Brahmotsavam except on the eighth and ninth day, ail other days in 
both sessions after coming from Vahana and at the entrance of the temple, 
sathumurai will be held at Sri Ramanuja temple, lyalchattu and Vazhi Tiruna¬ 
mam will be recited. The nivedyam that was offered to Malayappa Swami at 
the entrance of the temple during Brahmotsavam used as nivedyam for Sri 
Ramanuja and distributed at lyalchattu. 

Even during Navaratri Brahmotsavam this kind of recitation of hymns 
etc., will be there. 

During Brahmotsavam on the Sravana star i.e., Tirthavari night utsavam 
after Ramanuja Nootrandadi sathumurai, Sri Vari will be seated in the Mirror 
Palace near Dwarapalakas facing Sri Ramanuja who is presiding in the north 
and nevedyam and asthanam will be held. But every month on Sravana Star 
day Malayappa Swami with His Consorts will be seated facing Ramanuja. 
This is done as a token of His gratitude to Sri Ramanuja in conducting 

Brahmotsavam with Pomp and gaiety and shows His grace fully to Sri 
Ramanuja. 

18. Adhyayana Utsavam in Tirumala: 

Adhyayana Utsavam used to be held for - 23 days in Tirumala. This 
is usually held from the night of Amavasya preceding Vaikunta Ekadasi 
in Dhanurmasa. After evening Thomala Seva and neivedyam, Malayappa 
Swami with His Consorts will be placed in Tirumamani Mandapa, facing east 
in the Divya Simhasanam. 


7 


In lieu of non-existence of Nammalwar's Vigraha in Tirumala, and to fill 
that gap, Nammalwar's Acharya Sri Senapathi Alwar will be seated facing 
south near the Simhasanam. Sri Ramanuja also will be seated facing south 
in that Mandap. After Nivedya, Jeer Swami and Adhyapakas recite the first 
hymn and last two hymns in each Andadi i.e., from Mudal Tiruvandadi to 
Tiruviruttam. 


Pagal Pa 

thihil' 


Day 

Morning 

!\ . .. 

Night 

1st day 

>"i i 1 ir ' M " . 

Recitation of lyarpa 
in full 

Tiruppallandu 

Vannamadangal 

2nd day 

Perialwar Tirumozhi 

First & Second day 

Senniyongu 

3rd day 

Remaining hymns' in 

Perialwar Tirumozhi 

Vinnelamelappu 

4th day 

Tiruppavai, Natchiyar Tirumozhi 

Ooneru selvathu 

5th day 

From Perumal Tirumozhi to 
Kanninumchiruththambu 

Vedinen vadi, Taye 

Thandai & Peria Tirumozhi 

6th day 

1st & 2nd centum in Peria 
Tirumozhi 

Vadamarudhidai 

7th day 

3rd & 4th centum in Peria 
Tirumozhi 

Pandainanmarai 

8th day 

5th & 6th centum in Peria 
Tirumozhi 

Thelliyeer 

9th day 

8th & 9th centum in Peria 
Tirumozhi 

Kadil kadippittu 

10th day 

10th & 11th centum in Peria 
Tirumozhi 

Tirukkurunthandakam 
Tiruriedunthandakam & 
then Sathumurai in 
Perialwar TirumozN, 

Peria Tirumozhi & 
Tirunedunthandakam 
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Erappaththu: 


(Evening Session) 


During Erappathu, by beginning Tiruppallandu, each decad from Tiru- 
voymozhi will be recited and on 10th night sathumurai will be held. The next 
day-night Kanninumchiruththambu will be recited separately. The next night 
Ramanuja Nootrandadi and Upadesaratnamala and in sathumurai, lyalchattu, 
Vazhi Tirunamam will be recited. This will be the ending for Adhyayana 
Utsavam. 

Hence, Malayappaswami wilfhave Adhyayana Utsavam for 23 days. 
Then next day for Varahaswami Adhyayana Utsavam will be done by reciting 
Koil Timvoymozhi. 

On the Erappaththu sathumurai and the next day Ramanuja- Nootrandadi 
sathumurai, after Sathumurai Ramanuja will go round from Tirumamani 
Mandap and stand before the Mulavirat near the Dwarapalakas in Garuda 
Mandapam. Archaka will bring Parivattam, Garland, Sesha Vasthram etc., 
from Mulavirat and all these are adorned to Sri Ramanuja and Safari will be 
placed on Him. Then as Ramanuja quoted, Jeer Swami recited Kundramendi, 
Akalekillen, Ozhivil kalam, Pallandu, Adiyomodum, First Churna of Gadhya. 
There wiir be recitation of Taniyan and Vazhitirunamam both at the beginning 
and ending. Satari will be placed for Goshti. It is said in Tirumalai Ozhugu 
that as Sri Ramanuja did this Mangalasasanam, Mulavirat has attained greater 
importance. In this way, Mangalasasana will be held for three days. On 
all these three days after Mangalasasanam, Ramanuja again go round tie 
temple (inside). At that time, Stothrapatam like Dhatee Panchakam, Yathiraja 
Vimsathi Goshti will be held. Then after reaching his sannidhi, Theertham, 
Paduka (Ananthalwan) and Prasada will be distributed. 

There will be a 10 day utsava to Sri Ramanuja. During that period 
Nalayira Divya Prabhandam will be recited. In the evening round-up, on all 
10 days Sri Malayappa Swami will be accompanied by Sri Ramanuja. In 
the mornings on all 10 days Malayappa Swami's satari will go round along 
with Sri Ramanuja. In the morning Veedhi Utsavam and at noon-asthana, 
the first 3000 hymns of Alwars i.e., lyarpa etc., will be recited. In the night 
asthana, Tiruvoymozhi is being recited. 

In the morning, veedhi utsava after lyalchattu, at the entrance of 
Gopuram, while rounding Vimanam the recitation of Dhatee Panchakam 
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and Yatiraja Vimsathi, will be held on all 10 days: After reaching Sannidhi, 
lyalchattu, lyalpadi and distribution of Viniyogam will be there. In the evenings, 
veedhi utsava Chiriya Tirumadal will be recited and on Sathumurai day 
(j,e„ Ramanuja Jayanthi) in the presence of Malayappa Swami at Ramanuja 
Temple entrance, Tiruvoymozhi sathumurai will be held. 

Whenever goshti comes along with the deity in veedi utsavam, Sri Safari 
will be placed to Goshti at the end of lyal, at the entrance of the gopuram. 

Sri Govindarajaswami Temple: 


In Sri Govindarajaswami Temple, Tirupati, Tiruppaliyezhuchchi and 
Tiruppavai will be recited during morning Thomala seva; and in the evening 
Thomala seva Nityanusanthanam wil be recited. 

The method of lyal Recitation, lyalchathu at Ramanuja shrine and lyal¬ 
padi distributions will be held during Sri Govindaraja, Sri Rama and Tiruchanur 
Alarmelmangai Thayar Brahmotsavam as followed in Tirumala. If Tirucha¬ 
nur Brahmotsavam falls in Anadhyayana, Upadesaratnamala, Tiruvoymozhi 
Nootrandadi will be recited. On every month, Sri Govindarajaswami Uttara 
star veedhi utsavam, Andadis are recited in order. Even Poornima day, in 
the night Poolangi Seva, Perumal Tirumozhi will be recited. On Phalguna 
Uttara Day, in the morning oil bath, Natchiyar Tirumozhi and in the night 
Pbolangi, Perumal Tirumozhi will be recited. Anadhyayana Utsavam for Sri 
Govindarajaswami will be held from the Amavasya Day, as was held in Tim- 
mala. But this starts on the next Amavasya of Tirumala Adhyayana Utsava 
Amavasya. The presence of 10 Alwars and Acharyas like Sri Ramanuja 
and Koorathalvan will add lustre at the Mandapam. During Pagalpaththu, 
Erappaththu sathumurais, and on Kanninumchiruththambu and Ramanuja 
Nootrandadi days, Tirumangai alwar, Nammalwar, Madurakavi and Sri Ra¬ 
manuja respectively will have Mangalasasana at Sri Govindarajaswami’s 
sanctum sanctorum. Then, as practiced in Tirumala, Dhatee panchaka, 
Parankusaashtaka and Yathiraja Vimsathi stotras will be recited. During Er- 
appathu Sathumurai evening along with Govindarajaswami, Nammalwar will 
go round the streets. In the streets both Sri Govindarajaswami and Nammal¬ 
war will face each other leaving a small gap. Nammalwar will separate from 
Swami, feeing north, looking the Hills, Kundramendi etc., hymns of Nam¬ 
malwar will be recited and Mangalasasana will be held. Then along with 
Sri Govindarajaswamy he will go round the streets. After Mangalasasana, 
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Nammalwar joins Sri Govindarajaswami and Stotraratnam will be recited. In 
the night at Tirumamani Mandapam, Nammalwar will pray at the feet of Sri 
Govindarajaswami. 

In (Tirupati) there are two Nammalwar idols. They are called inside 
Nammalwar and outside Nammalwar: During Adhyayana utsavam outside 
Nammalwar will pray at the feet of Sri Govindarajaswami. This outside Nam¬ 
malwar will hear the recitation of his own hymns along with other hymns 
during 10 day utsavam. Inside Nammalwar on sathumurai day will have 
Tirumanjanam along with Sri Govindarajaswami. At that time, Koil Thiru- 
voymozhi will be recited and sathumurai will be conducted. There are also 
two idols of Periyalwar. The outside Perialwar, on the sathumurai day along 
with Govindarajaswami, will hear the hymns of Tiruppavai, Tiruvoymozhi and 
Sathumurai. There is no 10 day utsavam to Senaimudaliyar, Alwars like 
Poygaialwar, Bhudathalwar, Peyalwar, Tirumazhisai, Kulasekaralwar, inside 
Perialwar, Tondaradippodialwar, Tiruppanalwar and Acharyas like Mudaliyan- 
dan, Kuraththalwan, Bhattar and Prathivadhi Bhayankaram Annan. Like 
monthly Tirunakshatram, one day sathumurai will be held to them. Since 
Senaimudaliyar is beside Mulavar (Govindarajaswami) Parivattam, Garland 

and Sri Satari will be offered to Senaimudaliyar. This honour is not for other 
Alwars and Acharyas 

On Sudarsanalwar Sathumurai after veeedhi utsavam of Govindaraja 
Swami, Koil Tiruvoymozhi sathumurai will be held. For the sathumurai 
of Kuraththalwan, Govindarajaswami will be present. There is no veedhi 
utsavam. Koil Tiruvoymozhi will be recited. 

There will be a seven day utsavam for Goddess Pundareekavalli Thayar 
ending on Panguni uttiram. Ten day utsavam will be conducted for Andal, 
Perialwar, (Outside), Tirumangaialwar, Madurakavigal with Ananthalwan and 
Vedanta Desika. On sathumurai day, in the morning itself Govindarajaswami 
visits their temples, followed by Tirumanjanam, Tiruppavai sathumurai will 
be held. There will be veedhi utsavam in the evening. On the same night, 
Tiruvoymozhi will be recited and sathumurai will be held for the above Alwar 
Acharyas. Tiruvoymozhi and their hymns will be recited. For Vedanta 
Desika, 4000 hymns will be recited. Except Pundareekavalli Thayar and 
Andal, for others in Govindarajaswami Moolavar Sannidhi, after Tiruvoymozhi 

sathumurai, Mangalasasanam will be conducted. For Vedanta Desika there 
is no Mangalasasanam. 

There will be a 10-day utsavam to Ramanuja and Manavalamahamunigal. 
On sathumurai day, Govindarajaswami visits their temples in the evening. 
Dinacharya, Yathiraja Vimsathi and Stotraratnam will be recited in the Veedhi 


Utsava. After reaching the temple, and Nivedya, Tiruvoymozhi sathumurai 
will be held. During Ramanuja’s 10 day utsavam both morning and evening, 
4000 hymns will be recited and on reaching sannidhi lyalchattu, iyalpadi also 
will be there. For Manavalamamuni, the recitation of 4000 hymns takes 
place in the temple itself. On sathumurai day, Govindarajaswami with 
Manavalamamuni will have veedhi utsavam in the night. For Ramanuja, 
on all 10 days, both morning and evening, 4000 hymns will be recited 
and lyalchattu and Iyalpadi also will be there. For Manavalamahamuni, 
4000 hymns will be recited and sathumurai day night only, Manavalamamuni 
will accompany Sri Govindarajaswami in veedhi utsavam. For Ramanuja, 
on sathumurai day both morning and evening in Govindarajaswami vimana » 
pradakshana, Dhatee panchaka and Yathiraja Vimsathi Goshti will be held. 
On Manavalamahamuni’s sathumurai, after Tiruvoymozhi sathumurai, both 
sessions Dinacharya, Yathiraja vimsathi will be recited. 

On Vedanta Desika’s sathumurai (Ippasi Sravana Vadakalai people will 
recite Desika Stotras both in Veedhi and inside the Desika's Temple. 

On Sri Krishna Jayanti Day, Perialwar Tirumozhi will be recited for Lord 
Krishna; On Sri Rama Navami Day, for Sri Rama enshrined in Govindara¬ 
jaswami Temple, and in Sri Rama Temple, Perumal Tirumozhi will be recited. 

In Tirukkachi Nambi Temple, which is under the control of Beri Chetties, 
during 10 day utsavams, Tiruvoymozhi used to be recited and on Sathumurai 
that temple Deity Sri Devaraja Swami accompanying Tirukkachchi Nambi will 
have veedhi utsava. 

It is the privilege enjoyed by Pedda Jeer Swami, as Head of Adhyapakas 
to begin ‘Srisailesa Dayapatram’ and recite Alwars hymns in all temples 
at Tirumala, Tirupati and Tiruchanoor. In the absence of Pedda Jeer 
swami, Chinna Jeer Swami or his Nominee, Ekangi Sri Vaishnavar will act on 
behalf of Pedda Jeer. This responsibility also will be taken care of by Pedda 
Jeer through Vadakalai Ekangi Sri Vaishnavar in Vedanta Desika Temple. 
In that temple instead of 'Sri Sailesa Dayapatram...' Thaniyan 'Ramanuja 
Dayapatram...’ will be recited by Vadakalai Ekangi. 

Apart from the privilege of Adhyapaka's headship to Periya Jeer, he has 
also two more prestigious privileges i.e., Dharmakartha and Attanichevagam 
(near service) which means giving Tirumanjana Theertham, Deepam, Dupam 
etc., to Sri Vari through Archakas. 
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To equalise these kainkaryas, Malayappa Swami's Theertham from 
Goldervvessel (Vattii) will be given first to Jeer Swami. Then all Bahumanas 

, paniyarams share also will be enjoyed by Pedda Jeeyangar. 
Since Ramanuja has also enjoyed these privileges in this temple, the same 
is continuing from generation to generation traditionally to this Pedda Jeer 
also. This is like enjoying ancestor’s property. This Pedda Jeer is the only 
Jeer who is having above three famous honours. 










Theertha Kramam (order): 

..WJ. 

2. Chinna Jeer 

3. Ekangi Sri Vaishnavar 

4. Thoiappachariar 

5. Ananthan Pillai 


6. Kandadai 




























7. Prathivadhi Bhayankaram 

8. Veeravalliyar 

9. Dharmapuriyar 

10. Followers of Paravasthu Pattar piran Jeer. 
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This is the order of priority for Tirumala, Tirupati and Tiruchanoor 

1 r / » r 

Alwars, the main Alwar - Nammalwar did his prapatti 
at the feet of Tiruvengadamudayan in Tiruvoymozhi. 'Ulagamunda peruvaya' 
- Upaya Varanam and ‘Ozhivil Kalamellam' (Upeya Prarthanai). 


Hence the relationship of Nammalwar who is a main Alwar and preached 

i • v.- •••!. r 

prapatti, came down traditionally and chronologically to earlier purvacharyas. 
Hence those acharyas have had so much of faith on this Divya Desa. 
They are; Yamunacharya, Tirumala Nambi, Alwar Timvaranga perumal Ara- 
yar, Emberumanar (Ramanuja), Tirumalai Ananthalwan, Periya Jeer Swami, 
Manavala mahamuni and Prathivadhi Bhayankaram Annan. 
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